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Sodom and Gomorrah, Jonah, King David 
 
In the biblical narratives of Sodom and Gomorrah, Jonah, and the 
life of King David, we find profound lessons regarding the 
application of justice and the practice of enemy love. These 
accounts offer diverse perspectives on how individuals grapple 
with moral dilemmas, navigate complex relationships, and 
respond to those they perceive as adversaries. In the story of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, we witness divine judgment meted out for 
extreme wickedness, yet the narrative raises questions about the 
limits of justice and the call to intercede for even the most 
wayward. Jonah's reluctant mission to Nineveh introduces the 
tension between God's desire for repentance and our human 
inclinations toward judgment. King David, exemplified by his 
interactions with Saul and others, showcases the delicate balance 
between upholding justice and extending mercy, even towards 
those who may be considered enemies. This study aims to 
discern the nuanced application of justice and enemy love in 
these narratives, offering insights for contemporary believers 
seeking to navigate complex ethical challenges and embody a 
Christ-like response to the world. 
 
 

Bible References: 

1. Sodom and Gomorrah: 

• Genesis 18:16-33 (ESV) - The conversation between 
Abraham and the Lord about the impending judgment on 
Sodom. 

• Genesis 19:1-29 (ESV) - The destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

2. King David: 
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• Sparing Saul's Life in the Cave (1 Samuel 24): 

• 1 Samuel 24:4-7 (ESV) - The account of David sparing 
Saul's life in the cave. 

• 1 Samuel 24:9-11 (ESV) - David's response to Abishai's 
suggestion to harm Saul. 

• Sparing Saul a Second Time (1 Samuel 26): 

• 1 Samuel 26:9-11 (ESV) - David's response to Abishai's 
suggestion to harm Saul. 

• Dealing with Shimei's Cursing (2 Samuel 16): 

• 2 Samuel 16:9-10 (ESV) - David's response to Abishai's 
suggestion to harm Shimei. 

• Honoring the Covenant with Jonathan (2 Samuel 9): 

• 2 Samuel 9:7 (ESV) - David's promise to 
Mephibosheth, Jonathan's son. 

 
In examining the biblical accounts of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Jonah, and the reign of King David, we glean insights into what 
can be regarded as Israel's early foreign policy. These 
narratives offer profound lessons on how ancient Israel navigated 
diplomatic relations, moral quandaries, and encounters with 
neighboring peoples. The story of Sodom and Gomorrah 
demonstrates God's response to extreme wickedness and sets a 
precedent for discerning justice in interactions with foreign 
entities. Jonah's mission to Nineveh raises questions about 
Israel's role in mediating repentance and divine judgment in 
foreign territories. King David's interactions with Saul, Nabal, and 
others showcase the delicate balance between enforcing justice 
and extending mercy, even in dealings with perceived 
adversaries. This study aims to discern the nuanced approach to 
foreign policy in these narratives, offering valuable historical and 
ethical considerations for contemporary discussions on 
international relations and diplomacy. 
Sodom and Gomorrah Narrative 
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Sodom and Gomorrah are cities mentioned in the Bible, primarily 
in the Book of Genesis. They are known for their extreme 
wickedness, and their destruction serves as a powerful example 
of God's judgment. Here are some key passages related to 
Sodom and Gomorrah: 

Genesis 13:10-13 (ESV): 
"And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was 
well watered everywhere like the garden of the Lord, like the land 
of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) So Lot chose for himself all the 
Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from 
each other. Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled 
among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as 
Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners 
against the Lord." 
 
This passage establishes the setting and introduces the 
wickedness of Sodom. Pride is a key factor. 
 
Genesis 18:16-33 (ESV) - The conversation between Abraham 
and the Lord about the impending judgment on Sodom: 
In this passage, Abraham intercedes with God on behalf of 
Sodom, asking if God would spare the city for the sake of the 
righteous. 
 
Genesis 19:1-29 (ESV) - The destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah: This passage details the arrival of two angels in 
Sodom, Lot's hospitality to them, and the wickedness of the men 
of the city. The angels then lead Lot and his family out of the city 
before God rains down fire and brimstone, utterly destroying 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 

 Key verses include:"Then the Lord rained on Sodom 
and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven." 
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(Genesis 19:24) 
 

Luke 17:28-30 (ESV) - Jesus' reference to Sodom and 
Gomorrah: 
 
"Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day 
when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from 
heaven and destroyed them all—so will it be on the day when the 
Son of Man is revealed." 
 
Jesus uses the destruction of Sodom as an example of the 
suddenness of God's judgment. 
 
 
Here are some common themes and interpretations 
supportive of the destruction: 

Moral Decay and Divine Judgment: 
Many commentators see the story of Sodom and Gomorrah as a 
warning against moral decay and the consequences of turning 
away from God's moral standards. This can be applied to 
discussions on the moral fabric of societies today. 
  
Social Injustice and Exploitation: 
Some interpretations highlight the social injustices present in 
Sodom, such as the mistreatment of strangers and the vulnerable. 
This can be related to discussions on social justice issues, 
including the treatment of refugees and marginalized 
communities. 
Lack of Hospitality and Compassion: 
The inhospitable treatment of the angels by the men of Sodom is 
often emphasized, highlighting the importance of hospitality and 
compassion. This can be connected to discussions on refugee 
crises and the treatment of strangers. 
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Call to Righteousness and Advocacy: 
Commentators may stress the importance of righteous 
individuals, like Lot, who seek to live according to God's principles 
amidst a corrupt society. This can be applied to discussions on 
the role of individuals in advocating for justice and righteousness 
in contemporary contexts. 
  
Warning Against Pride and Arrogance: 
Some interpretations suggest that the pride and arrogance of the 
people of Sodom contributed to their downfall. This can be related 
to discussions on the dangers of hubris and arrogance in modern 
societies. 
  
God's Mercy and Grace: 
Commentaries often emphasize the mercy of God in allowing Lot 
and his family to escape before the destruction. This can be 
connected to discussions on God's grace and the opportunity for 
repentance and change. 
  
Parallel with End Times: 
Some interpretations view the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah as a foreshadowing of God's final judgment. This can 
be related to discussions on eschatology and end-times theology. 
 
 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah: 

 Enemy Love and Justice: 
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Comparison: In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, God's justice 
is displayed in response to extreme wickedness. The cities were 
destroyed due to their grievous sins (Genesis 18:20-21, Genesis 
19:24-25). 
Contrast: While God's justice is evident, the aspect of enemy 
love is less prominent in this narrative. God's judgment on Sodom 
and Gomorrah was primarily a response to their egregious sins 
rather than a direct expression of enemy love. 
  
Commentary on Sodom and Gomorrah: 

 The New International Commentary on the Old 
Testament: The Book of Genesis by Victor P. Hamilton: This 
commentary discusses the moral degradation of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and God's response to it, emphasizing God's 
justice in the face of extreme wickedness. 
 

 
The Book of Jonah 
 
The Book of Jonah tells the story of the prophet Jonah who was 
called by God to deliver a message of warning and repentance 
to the people of Nineveh, a city known for its wickedness. 
Instead of obeying, Jonah initially tries to flee from God's 
command and ends up in a great fish. After being spit out, he 
ultimately delivers the message, and to his surprise, the people of 
Nineveh repent and turn to God. 

Here are some key takeaways from Jonah's story that can be 
applied to discussions about conflict, obedience, and 
reconciliation: 

1. Obedience to God's Call for Peace and Reconciliation: 
(Jonah 1:1-3) Jonah’s initial disobedience and attempt to flee from 
God's command can be a powerful illustration of the 
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consequences of resisting a call to address conflict or deliver a 
message of reconciliation. 
  
2. God’s Desire for Repentance and Transformation: (Jonah 
3:10) The story emphasizes God's compassion and willingness to 
forgive even the most wayward individuals or communities, as 
seen in His response to the repentance of Nineveh. 
  
3. The Unpredictable Outcomes of Obedience: (Jonah 4:9-11) 
Jonah’s experience illustrates that obedience to God's call can 
lead to unexpected and transformative outcomes. The repentance 
of Nineveh was beyond Jonah's expectations. 
  
4. God’s Sovereignty over Nations: (Jonah 4:11) The story of 
Jonah also highlights God's sovereignty over nations and His 
desire for all people, regardless of their background, to turn to 
Him. 
  
5. The Importance of Reconciliation: Jonah's story ultimately 
underscores the importance of seeking reconciliation and peace, 
even with those who may be considered adversaries. 
 
6. Avoid Prejudice and Stereotyping: (Jonah 4:2) Jonah initially 
had prejudices against the people of Nineveh. This can serve as a 
cautionary tale against making assumptions or holding biases 
against certain groups, reminding us to approach situations with 
compassion and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
Paul and the New Testament application: 
 
1. Obedience to God's Call for Peace and Reconciliation: 
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 Paul's conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-
19, ESV) can be seen as an example of obedience to a 
divine call, leading him to become a prominent figure in 
spreading the message of reconciliation and peace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

  
2. God’s Desire for Repentance and Transformation: 

 The story of Paul's conversion itself is a powerful 
example of God's desire for transformation. Paul, formerly 
known as Saul, went from being a persecutor of Christians to 
becoming a devoted follower of Jesus and a proponent of 
reconciliation and peace. 

  
3. Recognizing God's Sovereignty over Nations: 

 Paul's missionary journeys across the Roman Empire 
(as detailed in the Book of Acts) highlight God's sovereignty 
over nations and His desire for all people, regardless of their 
background, to come to faith in Christ. 

  
4. Prayer and Advocacy for Peace: 

 Throughout Paul's letters in the New Testament, he 
emphasizes the importance of prayer for leaders and 
authorities, and encourages believers to live in peace with 
one another (1 Timothy 2:1-2, Romans 12:18). 

  
5. Being Open to Unexpected Outcomes: 

 Paul's journeys often led to unexpected outcomes. He 
faced trials, persecution, and experienced God's intervention 
in various ways. These experiences demonstrate the 
importance of remaining open to God's leading, even when 
the path may seem uncertain. 

6. Avoiding Prejudice and Stereotyping: 
 
  Paul's ministry was marked by his efforts to break down 
barriers between different ethnic and religious groups. He 
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emphasized the unity of believers in Christ, regardless of their 
backgrounds (e.g., Galatians 3:28, Colossians 3:11). 
 
While the story of Paul does not directly mirror Jonah's 
narrative, there are significant parallels in terms of obedience to 
God's call, a focus on transformation and reconciliation, and a 
recognition of God's sovereignty over nations. These aspects of 
Paul's story can provide valuable insights for addressing present-
day situations, including those involving conflict and the pursuit of 
peace and reconciliation. 
 

Enemy Love and Justice: 
Comparison: Jonah's story highlights God's concern for even the 
most wayward individuals. God sends Jonah to prophesy to the 
sinful city of Nineveh, giving them an opportunity to repent and 
avoid judgment (Jonah 1:1-2, Jonah 3:1-4). 
 
Contrast: Unlike Sodom and Gomorrah, where destruction was 
inevitable due to their extreme wickedness, God displayed 
mercy and a willingness to extend a chance for repentance to the 
people of Nineveh. 
  
Commentary on Jonah: 
The Message of Jonah: Presence in the Storm by Rosemary 
Nixon: This commentary delves into themes of mercy, 
repentance, and God's concern for all people, even those 
considered enemies. 
 

Enemy Love and Justice in Comparison: 
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 Similarity: In both stories, there is an element of divine 
justice. Sodom, Gomorrah, and Nineveh all faced the prospect of 
judgment due to their respective sins. 
 Difference: While God's justice is evident in both narratives, 
Jonah's story highlights God's willingness to show mercy and give 
opportunities for repentance, even to those who might be 
considered enemies. 
  
 Overall Lesson: 

 The stories of Sodom and Gomorrah and Jonah 
illustrate that while God's justice is a consistent aspect of 
His character, He also desires repentance and extends 
opportunities for salvation, even to those who have gone 
astray. 
 

 
Does the punishment fit the crime? 
 
The concept of "punishment fitting the crime" and the clarity of 
judgment is a complex philosophical, ethical and theological 
discussion. Different perspectives and belief systems offer varying 
viewpoints on this matter. Here are a few key considerations: 

 Retributive Justice: 
 This perspective argues that punishment should be 
proportionate to the severity of the offense. It seeks to 
balance the scales of justice by inflicting a penalty equal to 
the harm caused. This view implies a clear and direct link 
between the crime and its corresponding punishment. 

  
 
 
 Restorative Justice: 

 In contrast to retributive justice, restorative justice 
focuses on repairing the harm caused by the offense and 
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restoring relationships. The emphasis is on rehabilitation, 
reconciliation, and healing for both the victim and the 
offender. This approach may not always align with a strict 
"punishment fits the crime" paradigm. 

  
 Deterrence and Prevention: 

 Another perspective emphasizes the goal of deterring 
future wrongdoing and protecting society. In this view, 
punishment may be aimed at discouraging others from 
committing similar offenses or preventing the offender from 
reoffending. This may not always directly correlate with a 
one-to-one relationship between the crime and the 
punishment. 

  
 Divine Judgment: 

 From a theological standpoint, some belief systems 
hold that divine judgment is ultimately just and perfectly 
balanced. In this view, God's judgment is based on a deep 
understanding of every individual's actions, intentions, and 
circumstances. 
 

 Cultural and Legal Variations: 
 The perception of whether punishment fits the crime 
can vary based on cultural norms, legal systems, and 
societal values. Different societies may have distinct 
approaches to justice, which may or may not align with a 
strict one-to-one correspondence between crime and 
punishment. 

  
 
 
 Ethical Considerations: 

 Ethical questions surrounding justice often delve into 
topics such as the goals of punishment, the rights of 
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individuals, the rehabilitation of offenders, and the overall 
well-being of society. 
 

 
King David: I will not raise my hand against the LORD’s 
anointed 
 
The example of David and Saul in the Bible provides a significant 
illustration of the concept that "lifting a hand against the Lord's 
anointed" is a serious matter. Here are some key Bible verses 
related to this: 

 Saul Anointed as King: 
 1 Samuel 9:15-16 (ESV): 
"Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to 
Samuel: 'Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man 
from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be 
prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from 
the hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, 
because their cry has come to me.'" 
 
 1 Samuel 10:1 (ESV): 
"Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head 
and kissed him and said, 'Has not the Lord anointed you to 
be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign over 
the people of the Lord and you will save them from the hand 
of their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to 
you that the Lord has anointed you to be prince over his 
heritage.'" 
 
 

 David Spares Saul's Life: 
 1 Samuel 24:4-7 (ESV):"And the men of David said to 
him, 'Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, "Behold, I 
will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him 
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as it shall seem good to you."' Then David arose and 
stealthily cut off a corner of Saul's robe. And afterward 
David's heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of 
Saul's robe. He said to his men, 'The Lord forbid that I 
should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to put 
out my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed.’" 
 

David's Respect for Saul's Anointed Status: 
  1 Samuel 26:9-11 (ESV):"But David said to Abishai, 
'Do  not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the  
  Lord's anointed and be guiltless?' And David said, 
'As the    Lord lives, the Lord will strike him, or his day 
will come to    die, or he will go down into battle and 
perish. The Lord forbid  that I should put out my hand against 
the Lord's     anointed.’" 
 
Other examples where David demonstrated restraint, 
withheld his judgment and did not kill or remove an enemy: 
 
 1. Nabal and Abigail (1 Samuel 25) 
 2. Saul in the Cave (1 Samuel 24) 
 3. Sparing Saul a Second time (1 Samuel 26) 
 4. Dealing with Shimei and his cursing (2 Samuel 16) 
 5. Honoring the Covenant with Jonathon (2 Samuel 9) 
 6. Death of Absalom (2 Samuel 18) 
 
 
 
 
Located in the biblical narratives of Sodom and Gomorrah, Jonah, 
and the life of King David, we find profound lessons regarding 
the application of justice and the practice of enemy love. These 
accounts offer diverse perspectives on how individuals grapple 
with moral dilemmas, navigate complex relationships, and 
respond to those they perceive as adversaries.  
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 In the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, we witness divine 
judgment meted out for extreme wickedness, yet the narrative 
raises questions about the limits of justice and the call to 
intercede for even the most wayward.  
 
 Jonah's reluctant mission to Nineveh introduces the tension 
between God's desire for repentance and our human inclinations 
toward judgment.  
 
 King David, exemplified by his interactions with Saul and 
others, showcases the delicate balance between upholding justice 
and extending mercy, even towards those who may be 
considered enemies. This summary aims to discern the nuanced 
application of justice and enemy love in these narratives, 
offering insights for contemporary believers seeking to navigate 
complex ethical challenges and embody a Christ-like response to 
the world. 
 
Bible references 
 
Sodom and Gomorrah: 

Genesis 18:16-33 (ESV) - The conversation between Abraham 
and the Lord about the impending judgment on Sodom. 
Genesis 19:1-29 (ESV) - The destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 
 

King David: 

Sparing Saul's Life in the Cave (1 Samuel 24): 
1 Samuel 24:4-7 (ESV) - The account of David sparing 
Saul's life in the cave. 
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1 Samuel 24:9-11 (ESV) - David's response to Abishai's 
suggestion to harm Saul. 

Sparing Saul a Second Time (1 Samuel 26): 
1 Samuel 26:9-11 (ESV) - David's response to Abishai's 
suggestion to harm Saul. 

Dealing with Shimei's Cursing (2 Samuel 16): 
2 Samuel 16:9-10 (ESV) - David's response to Abishai's 
suggestion to harm Shimei. 

Honoring the Covenant with Jonathan (2 Samuel 9): 
2 Samuel 9:7 (ESV) - David's promise to Mephibosheth, 
Jonathan's son. 
 

Articles and online research: 
 
Lebanon Financial Crisis 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lebanon-faces-deepening-economic-
crisis-as-saudis-cut-ties-over-iran-11635772026 
 
Financing Hamas with Cryptocurrency 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cryptocurrency-feeds-hamass-
terrorism-e0db54f5 
 
Drug Trade: Poor Man’s Cocaine 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-cocaine-poor-drug-
spreading-arabic-press-review 
 
Drugs, Opium, captagon, cash society 
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/breaking-bad-in-the-middle-
east-and-north-africa-drugs-militants-and-human-rights/ 
Captagon Syria Lebanon 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/07/drug-captagon-
turning-syria-into-narco-state 
 
Meth and the Middle East North Africa (MENA) 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/lebanon-faces-deepening-economic-crisis-as-saudis-cut-ties-over-iran-11635772026
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lebanon-faces-deepening-economic-crisis-as-saudis-cut-ties-over-iran-11635772026
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cryptocurrency-feeds-hamass-terrorism-e0db54f5
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cryptocurrency-feeds-hamass-terrorism-e0db54f5
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-cocaine-poor-drug-spreading-arabic-press-review
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-cocaine-poor-drug-spreading-arabic-press-review
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/breaking-bad-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-drugs-militants-and-human-rights/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/breaking-bad-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-drugs-militants-and-human-rights/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/07/drug-captagon-turning-syria-into-narco-state
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/07/drug-captagon-turning-syria-into-narco-state
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/26/un-report-says-
cocaine-market-booming-as-meth-trafficking-spreads 
 
United Nations Report on Captagon—psychoactive drugs 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/middle-east-and-
north-africa.html 
 
 
The drug Hamas terrorists took to help them slaughter 
Israelis 
https://www.jpost.com/health-and-wellness/article-769250 
 
 
Global Trafficking of Opium and drugs 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/index.html 
 
Sex Trafficking—Human Trafficking—Organized Crime 
https://www.dea.gov/stories/2021/2021-01/2021-01-28/violent-
drug-organizations-use-human-trafficking-expand-profits 
 
 
China Sanctions from US Treasury: fentanyl 
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/biden-administration-indicts-
chinese-firms-allegedly-tied-to-fentanyl-distribution-ed47ac56 
 
China Financial Crisis: fentanyl as a jump start for economy 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/fentanyl-is-a-growth-sector-in-
chinas-weakening-economy-drug-trade-crime-syndicate-
overdose-daba1c2c 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/middle-east-and-north-africa.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/middle-east-and-north-africa.html
https://www.jpost.com/health-and-wellness/article-769250
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/index.html
https://www.dea.gov/stories/2021/2021-01/2021-01-28/violent-drug-organizations-use-human-trafficking-expand-profits
https://www.dea.gov/stories/2021/2021-01/2021-01-28/violent-drug-organizations-use-human-trafficking-expand-profits
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/biden-administration-indicts-chinese-firms-allegedly-tied-to-fentanyl-distribution-ed47ac56
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/biden-administration-indicts-chinese-firms-allegedly-tied-to-fentanyl-distribution-ed47ac56

